
References for the support of the notion of    Perseverance of the saints  
The five answers to the criticism by the 'Remonstrants' of Reformed Doctrine (as detailed by Calvin and later by the Westminster Confession of Faith) are the five 'points 
of Calvinism' that are indicated by the acrostic, TULIP.  Since the five statements were made specifically for this purpose they are not the totality of our Doctrine nor 
represent all of the Confession.  The Confession does not address all the five points specifically by name but does provide adequate scriptural basis for them all.  In the 
case of  Perseverance of the saints (referred to below as the continuation of the saints), this 'point' flows from the previous four and provides the assurance that God's 
grace decrees.

Westminster Confession of Faith Larger Catechism Shorter Catechism Scripture References Index description
(according to R S Ward)

17.1: Those whom God as accepted in his Beloved, effectively 
called and consecrated by his Spirit, can neither totally nor 
finally fall away from the state of grace, but shall certainly 
continue in it to the end, and be saved forever.1

17.2: This continuation of the saints does not depend on their own 
free will, but on – 

• the decision of election being unchangeable, flowing from 
the free and unchangeable love of God the Father2

• the effectiveness of the merit and intercession of Jesus 
Christ3

• the Spirit and the life of God remaining within them4 
• the nature of the covenant of grace.5

From all of these arise its certainty and infallibility.6

17.3:  In spite of this, they may fall into serious sins,7 because of 
–

• the temptations of Satan and the world
• the prevalence of moral corruption remaining in them, 

and
• the neglect of the means of their spiritual safety.

They may continue in these sins for a time,8 as a result of 
which they – 

• incur God's displeasure9

• grieve his Holy Spirit10

• come to be deprived of some degree of their graces and 
comforts11

• have their hearts hardened12 and their consciences 
wounded13

• hurt and scandalise others,14 and 
• bring temporal judgements on themselves.15

LC 80: Can true believers be 
infallibly assured that they are in the 
state of grace, and that they will 
persevere in it to salvation?  Those who 
truly believe in Christ and endeavour to 
conduct themselves in all good 
conscience before him, may, without 
extraordinary revelation, be infallibly 
assured that they are in a state of grace 
and shall persevere in it to salvation. 
This assurance arises through faith 
grounded on the truth of God's promises, 
and through the Spirit enabling them to 
discern those graces to which the 
promises of life are made, and bearing 
witness with their spirits that they are the 
children of God.  (see also LC 81)

LC 78: What are the causes of the 
imperfection of sanctification in 
believers? The imperfection of  
sanctification in believers arises from the  
remnants of sin dwelling, in each part of  
them, and from the constant fighting of  
the flesh against the spirit.  Through 
these, believers are often overcome by  
temptations and fall into many sins, and  
are hindered in their spiritual service, so  
that their best works are imperfect and 
defiled in the sight of God.
LC 79: May not true believers fall 
away from the state of grace because of 
their imperfections and the many 
temptations and sins that overcome 
them?  As a result of the unchangeable  
love of God, his decree and covenant to  
give them perseverance, their  
inseparable union with Christ, his  
constant intercession for them, true  
believers can never totally or finally fall  
out of the state of grace, but are kept by  
the power of God through faith to  
salvation

SC 36: What benefits in 
this life accompany or 
flow from justification, 
adoption and 
sanctification? The 
benefits in this life which 
accompany or flow from 
justification, adoption and 
sanctification are:  
assurance of God's love,  
peace of conscience, joy in  
the Holy Spirit, progress in  
holiness, and perseverance  
in it to this life's end.

1.  Phil 1:6; 2 Pet 1:10; 
Jn 10: 28,29; 1 Jn 3:9; 
1 Pet 1:5,9.

2.  2 Tim 2:18,19; Jer 31:3.

3.  Heb 10:10,14; Heb 13:20,21; 
Heb 9:12-15; Rom 8:33-39; 
Jn 17:11,24; Lk 22:32; 
Heb 7:25.

4.  Jn 14:16,17; 1 Jn 2:27; 
1 Jn 3:9.

5.  Jer 32:40.

6.  Jn 10:28; 2 Thess 3:3; 
1 Jn 2:19.

7.  Mt 26:70,72,74.

8.  Ps 51 title and verse 14.

9.  Isa 64:5,7,9; 2 Sam 11:27.

10. Eph 4:30.

11. Ps 51:8,10,12; Rev 2:4; 
Song 5:2-4,6.

12. Isa 63:17; Mk 6:52;  Ps 95:8 
(as sub for mark 16:14 in 
original)

13. Ps 32:3,4; Ps 51:8.

14. 2 Sam 12:14.

15. Ps 89:31,32; 1 Cor 11:32.

Perseverance of the saints. 
Although the believer may fall 
into serious sin (17.3; 18.4; LC 
78, since salvation is of the 
Lord his endurance in it to the 
end is certain (17.1; LC 77, 
79).  The grounds for 
perseverance stated (17.2; LC 
79).  The means of recovery 
stated (11.5; 13.3).



Perseverance of the Saints:
You cannot lose your salvation. Because the Father has elected, the Son has redeemed, and the Holy Spirit 
has applied salvation, those thus saved are eternally secure. They are eternally secure in Christ. Some of the 
verses for this position are John 10:27-28 where Jesus said His sheep will never perish; John 6:47 where 
salvation is described as everlasting life; Romans 8:1 where it is said we have passed out of judgement; 1 
Corinthians 10:13 where God promises to never let us be tempted beyond what we can handle; and Phil. 1:6 
where God is the one being faithful to perfect us until the day of Jesus’ return. 
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